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A check-list of,Norwegian blow-flies (Dipt.,
Caltiphoridae)r 

:

I.NL-T R.OG\ES

Rognes. K. 1985. A check-list of Norwegian blow-flies (Dipt., Calliphoridae). Fauna norv.
Ser. B. 32,89-93.

Calliphorid material from Norway in the museum collections of the Universities in Bergen,
Oslo. Trondheim and Tromsø and in my own collection has been revised and a check-list of
the 39 species known at present from Norway is presented. Pollenia obscura Bigot, 1888,
preoccupiedin PolleniabyMuscaobscuraFabricius, l794,isredescribedandremovedfrom
the synonymy of Pollenia rzdrs (Fabricius, 1794); pseudorudis nom.nov. is proposed as a
replacement name.

Knut Rognes, Stavanger lærerhøgskole, Postboks 2521 Ullandhaug, N-4001 Stavanger,
\orway.

The chæk-list presented below, which replaces
pre\-iously' published lists (Siebke 1877, Schøyen
X E.\9. Bidenkap 1892, I 901 , Ringdahl 1944a,
l9-t4b. 1952) is based upon a revision of the
blow-tl]' material from Norway in the museum
collections of the Universities in Bergen (mainly
O. Bidenkap, L. Greve, A. Iøken, N. Knaben,
T.R. \ielsen leg.), Oslo (mainly J. Knaben,
J.H.S. Siebke leg.), Tromsø (mainly T. Soot-
Rlen leg.) and Trondheim (DKNVS-Museet)
(mainll- J.O. Solem leg.) (about 1820 specimens)
and in m)- own collection (about 2500 speci-
mens ). In addition a few small private collec-
tions have been examined (8. Sagvolden, Rollag,
J.H. Simonsen, Oslo). I have only seen parts of
the \-. Storm collection in Trondheim revised by
Ringdahl 0944il. I have examined specimens
from Nonvay of all the species listed. Ringdahl
( 1944b . 195» listed 18 species from Norway.
Ardo (1957) added I and Rognes (1980, 1982,
1983a. 1985) 9 bringing the total to 28 species.
The present revision lists 39 species from Nor-
wa]'. In comparison it may be noted that 20 spe-
cies have been published from Denmark (Lund-
beck 1927), 34 from Finland (Hackman 1980),
32 from Sweden (Ringdahl 195 2) and 33 from
the British Isles (Pont 197 5). Note that Helicobo-
sca palpalis, treated as a tachinid or sarcophagid
by the cited authors, is not included in these
numbers.

Four subfamilies are represented in the Nor-
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wegian calliphorid fauna. The nomenclature
adopted is based on Zumpt (1956), Peus (1960)

and Schumann 0964, 1973a, 1973b, 1974). Sy-
nonyms have mostly been taken from Aubertin
(1933), Ringdahl (1945), Zumpt (1956), Peus
(1960), Schumann (1964, 197 3b, 197 4), Pont
(1981) and Rognes (1983b, 1985 and in press).

Generic synonyms have been cited when the
type-species is on the list (as valid name or syno-
nym), specific synonyms when based on type-
specimens from Scandinavian type-localities,
when being the basis for cited genus names or
when commonly met with in literature dealing
with the Scandinavian fauna.

Many of the currenfly used names are unfor-
tunately preoccupied and name-changes are to
be expected in the future. I have mostly held on
to established names, except in a few cases. Neit-
her have I made any changes as to the currently
recognised generic limits, even though a few
changes appear quite justified and necessary.
These are indicated in the annotations at the end
of the paper.

,In the list generic and specific synonyms are
indented. Superscript numbers refer to the num-
bered annotations.

Family Calliphoridae

Subfamily Calliphorinae

Bellardiø Robineau-Desvoidy, I 830
agilis (Meigeo, 1826) I

amplectens (Pandelle, 1 896)
pusilla(Meigeo, 18202
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stricta (Vilteneuve, 1926)
unxia (Walker, 1849)

pandia (Walker, 1849)
biseta (Kramer, l9l7)

Calliphora Robineau-Desvoidy, I 8 30
Acrophaga Brauer & Bergenstamm, 1891
Abonesia Yrlleneuve, 1927
Stobbeola Enderlein, 1933

genarum (Zettersted, I 8 3 8)
laticornis (Zettersted, 1 8 3 8)
alpina (Zetterstedt, I 8 3 8)

loewi Enderlein, 1903
germanorum (Villeneuve, I 907)

stelvianø (Brauer & Bergenstamm, l89l)
norwegica (Enderlein, I 93 3)
alpina: authors, not Zetterstedt (misi-
dentification)

subalpina (Rtngdahl, I 93 I )
uralensrs Villeneuve, 1922
vicina Robineau-Desvoidy, I 830

erythrocephala (Meigen, 1826), preocc.
vomitoria (Linnaeus, I 75 8)

Cynomya Robineau-Desvoidy, I 8J0
mortuorum (Linnea..rc,'1 7flq) ; I 6 t

Lucilia Robineau-Desvoidy, I 830
Phaenicia Robineau-Desvoidy, I 863
Bufolucilia Townsend, 19 19

Francilia Shannon, 1924
Acrophagella Ringdahl, 1942

u#,:':iriå#l§'i,'!J»u

cadaverina (Linnaeus, 1 758)
splendida (Meigen, 1826)

fuscipalpis (Zetterstedt, I 845)
magnicornis (Siebke, I 863)
alaskensrs (Shannon, 1924)

illustris (Meigen, I 826)
simulatrix (Pandelle, 1 896)

regalis (Meigen, l82O
longilobata (Pandelle, I 396)

richardsi Collin, 1926
sericata (Meig€o, 1826)
silvarum (Meigen, I 826)

Melinda Robineau-Desvoidy, I 8 30
Xerophilophaga Enderlein, 19 33

' 
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: ? L u,, preocc
anthracina (Meigen I 838)

gentilis Robineau-Desvoidy, I 8 30
Onesia Robineau-Desvoidy, 1 8 30

Macrophallus Mueller, 1922
Macronesia Villeneuve, 1926

*,!::;:;::,1#tH ji,?,I",u,
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retrocurva (Pandelle, I 896)
Pseudonesia Villeneuve, 1920 3

puberula (Zetterstedt, I 8 3 8)
pubicornis (Zetterstedt, I 8 3 8)
dolens (Zetterstedt, I 8 3 8)

Subfamily Helicoboscinae 4

H elico bosca Bezzi, I 90 6 4

Theria Robineau-Desvoidy, I 830, preocc.' palpalis (Robineau-Desvoidy, I 830)
distinguenda Villeneuve, 1924

Subfamily Phormiinae

Boreelløs Aldrich & Shannoo, l9n 5

atriceps (Zetterstedt, I 845)
boganidae (Erichson, I 85 l)
aristatus Aldrich & Shannon, 1923

Protocalliphora Hough, 1 899
Avihospita Hendel, I 901
Orneocalliphorø Peus, I 960

azurea (Fallen, l8l7)
sordida (Zetterstedt, I 8 3 8)

chrysoruhoea (Meigen, l82O
nuortevai Grunin, 197 2
proximø Grunin, 1966

ProtophormiaTownsend, I 908 5

terraenovae (Robineau-Desvoidy, I 8 30)
groenlandica (Zetterstedt, I 8 3 8)

Trypocalliphorø Peus, I 960
braueri (Hendel, I 901)

hirudo (Shannon & Dobroscky, 1924)
lindneri Peus, 1960

Subfamily Polleninae

Pollenia Robineau-Desvoidy, I 830
angustigena Wainwright, 1940 6

s r 

"; :# fff fl #låT1,,",T,-J-'åX-','., o,
not Meigen (misidentification)

intermedia Macquart, I 835
nitens (Zetterstedt, I 845) 8

vespillo; authors, not Fabricius (misi-
dentification)

pseudorudisnom.nov. 9

obscura Bigot, 1888, preocc., stat.n.
rudis (Fabricius, 17 94) l0

obscura (Fabricius, 17 94) ll
vagabunda (Meigen, 1824)



Annotations

(l) Bellardia agilis (Meigen). Musca agilis Mei-
B€n, 1826 is a junior primary homonym of
Musca agilis Harris, 1780 (Tachinidae)
(Crosskey 197 5)

Q) Bellardia pusilla (Meigen). Musca pusilla
Meigen, 1826 is a junior primary homo-
nym of Musca pusilla Gmelin, 17 90 (Syrp-
hidae).

(3) Pseudonesia (monotypic) should be inclu-
ded in Bellardia by virtue of phallosome
and ovipositor structure as well as external
features, according to own observations.

@) My reasons for treating Helicobosca EN a
calliphorid rather than a paramacronychi-
ine (agriine) sarcophagid as done by e.g.
Verves (1980 , 1982) and for assigning it to a
separate subfamily will be given in a fort-
hcoming paper.

(5) The monotypic genera Boreellus and Pro-
tophormia should probably be merged.
Rognes (1985) cites a number of synapo-
morphies common only to these genera,
and Collin (1925), Rodendorf 0926D and
Seguy 0928) regard the constituent species
€N congeneric.

(6) Contrary to Wainwright (1940) and Pont
(197 5) I regard angustigena as a good spe-
cies, not merely a subspecies of rudis. I do
not accept the synonymisation made by
Zumpt (1955, 1956).

0) British material of «variat) agrees very well
with Zumpt's (1956) and Mihålyi's (1976)
descriptions of griseotomentosa. The termi-
naha of British and Norwegian material
also agree with Mihtilyi's 097 9) figures.
Mihålyi (l 97 6) describes the basicosta as

black, but not all the specimens I have seen
are that dark. This feature varies. Neither
Wainwright 0932, 1940), Emden (1954)
nor Mihalyi0976, 197 9) refer to the single
ph seta (outer one lacking), an apparenfly
constant feature of this species.

(8) Pollenia nitens (Zetterstedt). Zetterstedt
(1845'1340) cites Meigen to the effect that
Meigen's Musca sepulcralis (a species with
yellow palpi) according to Wiedemann is
present in Fabricius' collection under the
name Musca vespillo. He also points out
that Fabricius' older name vespillo should
be used for this species and not for the Pol'
lenia species with black palpi and shining
blackish abdomen to which the name ve-

spillo w€rs erroneously assigned by Meigen
(and subsequently by most modern authors,
e.g. Zumpt 195 6 and Mihålyi 1979) and for
which Zetterstedt introduced the name Mu-
sca nitens. The two specimens (probably
syntypes) of Musca vespillo Fabricius, 1794
present in Fabricius' collection (ttre Kiel col-
lection) (cf. Zimsen 1964) in fact both be-
long in Bellardia according to own observa-
tions, and the correctness of Zetterstedt's
view is thus confirmed. Unfortunately Mu-
sca nitens Zetterstedt, 1845 is a junior pri-
mary homonym of Musca nitens de Villers,
17 89 (Syrphidae).

(9) Among Pollenia material from Europe,
North America and even New Zealand I
have seen numerous specimens belonging
to an hitherto unrecognised species. It runs
to rudis in Mihalyi's key 097 6), but is easily
distinguished from both rudis and angusti-
gena (not considered by Mihalyi) in both
sexes by the presence of a bundle of pale
hairs on the underside of the wing at the
junction of h and sc. The male can also be
recognised by the absence on the middle
third of the hind tibia of any erect av hairs,
only normal decumbent setulae are present
besides the av setae. In rudis males there are
numerous erect longish av hairs in addition
to the av setae (usually less conspicuous in
angustigena). Neither is the ventral vesti-
ture of the male abdominal tergites in any
way as dense and fine as in rudis males, but
rather similar to the one present dorsally (as

tn angustigena). There are also constant and
distinct differences in the structure of the
distiphallus from both rudis and angusti-
gena. I have recently been able to examine
the d holotype of Pollenia obscura Bigot,
1888: 597 from «Am6r. septentr.» (in
BMNH, London). It belongs to the present
taxon. Bigot's name, treated as a synonym
of rudis by Hall (1965), is a junior secon-
dary homonym, preoccupied in Pollenia by

, Musca obs,cura Fabricius, 1794. I have used
the proposed replacement name on determi-
nation labels in various collections.

(10) Nothing but an empty pin carrying a label
reading «rudis»> in Fabricius' hand remains
of the holotype of Musca rudis Fabricius,
1794: 314 in the Kiel collection in ZM Co-
penhagen. A neotype corresponding to the
concept of rudis of Wainwright (1940)
(very tight ventral abdominal vestiture of
male, cf. above note 9) should be designa-
ted.

9t



(l 1) I have recenfly examined the d holotype of
Musca obscura Fabricius, 1794: 315 in the
Kiel collection in ZM Copenhagen. It lacks
the head and all legs. It clearly belongs to
rudis in the sense of Wainwright (1940).
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